
 
       

 
                Sources: Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers (AHAM) for energy consumption and volume; U.S. Census Bureau for price 
 
       Notes: a. Data includes standard-size and compact refrigerators. 

                                  b. Energy consumption and volume reflect the DOE test procedure published in 2010. 
 c. Volume is adjusted volume, which is equal to the fresh food volume + 1.76 * freezer volume. 
 d. Prices represent the manufacturer selling price (e.g. excluding retailer markups) and reflect products manufactured in the U.S.    

0

5

10

15

20

25

0

250

500

750

1,000

1,250

1,500

1,750

2,000

2,250

2,500

1
9

7
2

1
9

7
4

1
9

7
6

1
9

7
8

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
8

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
8

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
8

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
6

V
o

lu
m

e
 (

c
u

b
ic

 f
e
e
t)

 

E
n

e
rg

y
 C

o
n

s
u

m
p

ti
o

n
 (

k
W

h
/y

e
a
r)

 a
n

d
 P

ri
c
e
 (

2
0
1
0
$
) 

Average Household Refrigerator Energy Use, Volume, and Price Over Time 

Energy Use per Unit 
(kWh per year) 

Refrigerator Size 
(cubic feet) 

Price (2010$) $550 

$1,566 

2014 Estimated Energy 
Use with New Standard 

1978 CA Standard 

1980 CA Standard 

1987 CA Standard 

1990 U.S. Standard 

1993 U.S. Standard 

2001 U.S. Standard 


